Excitation-contraction coupling in the myocardium of hibernating chipmunks.
In the myocardium of nonhibernating chipmunks, replacing external Ca by Sr markedly prolongs the action potential plateau with an increase in contraction, while in preparations from hibernating animals this procedure inhibits both responses. Pretreatment with 4-aminopyridine causes a prolongation of the action potential plateau by Sr in hibernating animals.